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Proclaim and Live the Truth in Jesus’ Name Rev. Susan Gary Ashe, Senior Pastor

Why Get Up for Church?

I sometimes feel led to strike up a conversation with people next to whom | sit at a
coffee house or a restaurant. My children find this to be one of the worst habits
imaginable. For me, it seems to happen naturally, and I do find that | learn more
about non-church goers from this sort of conversation than from my ministry
magazines and books.

A few weeks ago | had one such conversation with Ellen, a woman in her early
thirties. She had on a pretty cross, and | took notice and mentioned it, which led to
me asking her where she went to church. She said no where—it’s too hard to get
up on Sunday mornings because that is really her one day to sleep in. I acknowl-
edged how hard it can be sometimes, so she added that church used to be her
regular hang out until something happened, something disturbing and scandalous. | replied with understanding and she then
said, “but I miss it. | do miss the way it used to be. And it seemed like church wasn’t something that made me tired—it actually
helped me get through the week. Now, | rely on this coffee!” We laughed.

I told her | hoped she had a good week and that I also hoped she could find her a good church again so she could have an even
better week.

That is also my wish for you. | know that sleeping in calls to you after you have had to get up for at least 5 of the last 7 days. |
just want to remind you that coming to corporate worship to be with God, and greeting and supporting your sisters and brothers
in Christ is actually a stabilizing and energizing force in our lives. It is easy to forget this reality, leading most of us to need a
reminder.

So, during this cold February and transitional March time period, let’s remind each other of the power of God’s love—His
love, His energy, and His real presence in our worship. There is nothing more critical for us, His children, than to spend time
with Him and with His very Body, the church.

See you Sunday?

Yours in Christ,

Rev. Susan

Special Opportunities to be in God’s Presence

Scout Sunday
3 Part Sermon Series “Aspects of Healing” Begins
“It Takes a Village”
February 8, 2009, 8:45 a.m. & 11:00 a.m.

Ash Wednesday
With Imposition of Ashes
February 25, 2009, 7:00 p.m.

First Sunday in Lent
March 1, 2009, 8:45 a.m. & 11:00 a.m.




WEEKLY SCHEDULE
Sundays

8:45 am  Worship Service
9:45 am  Sunday School
11:00 am  Worship Service
4:30 pm  “The Source” for Youth
5:00 pm Visitation Team

Wednesdays

9:30 am Visitation

5:00 pm  Senior’s Dinner
5:3

6:1

:30 pm  Dinner
:15 pm  Chancel Choir, Sanctuary
Children’s Choir, Chapel
Youth Choir, Choir Room
Prayer Force, Chapel Bldg.
7:15 pm  Worship Choir, Choir Rm.
“The Combine” for Youth
Youth Building
8:15 pm Praise Band, Sanctuary

SPECIAL EVENT

Marriage Foundations:

A Series for Couples
What: All marriages face changes and
challenges that call for a new approach from
time to time. Come explore the possibilities
for an enriched relationship with your mate.
When: Sunday mornings at 9:45 am—now
through February 22
Where: Main Building Room 108
Resource: The Five Love Languages, by
Gary Chapman
Leaders: Rev. Susan, Lay Leader Bobby
DeCoux, and Misty DeCoux

UPCOMING EVENTS

First Sunday in Lent
March 1, 2009

World Day of Prayer
March 6, 2009

Daylight Saving Time
March 8, 2009

Palm Sunday
April 5, 2009

Holy Thursday
April 9, 2009

Good Friday
April 10, 2009

Easter Sunday
April 12, 2009

Mother’s Day
May 10, 2009

Sunday Worship Forecast
“Aspects of Healing” 3 Part Sermon Series

February 8, 8:45 & 11:00 a.m.
“It Takes a Village” - Matthew 8:28-34 & Luke 8:26-40

February 15, 8:45 & 11:00 a.m.
“Personal Healing” - Luke 8:26-40

February 25, 8:45 & 11:00 a.m.
“New Life” - Mark 5:1-20

The Communications and IT Committees are proud to announce the launch of
the new Powder Springs First United Methodist Church website. You can view
the new website by going to www.psfumc.com or www.powderspringsfumc.org.
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Congratulations to Steve Shallenberger for doing a GREAT job on developing
and administering our new website. It looks great and we should all be very
proud of him.

What is Financial Peace University?
Financial Peace University (FPU) is the most important step to changing your
financial future. It is your Total Money Makeover Program. It takes the knowl-
edge from God and turns it into real action in our lives through a step-by-step
process taught by best-selling author and financial counselor Dave Ramsey.

FPU is a 13-week life-changing program that empowers and teaches you how to
make the right money decisions to achieve your financial goals and God's plan
for your life. The course includes practical lessons on eliminating debt, building
wealth, giving like never before, and much, much more!

With the economy the way it is right now, more people than ever are searching
for financial relief. Financial Peace University can help you find that relief. The
next class starts Wednesday, February 18, 2009. Make plans now to join us. Call
Julie Banks, 404.229.2057 (email fpu@powderspringsfumc.org) for information.

What Does a Stephen Minister Do?

A Stephen Minister gives one-to-one, lay Christian care.

e One-to-one: Stephen Ministers meet privately with one care receiver of the
same gender.

e lLay: Stephen Ministers are trained and supervised lay volunteers, not
professional counselors or therapists, pastors, or physicians.

e Christian: Stephen Ministers are Christians who care in the name of Christ.
They are willing to talk about spiritual issues but won’t force them.

e Care: Stephen Ministers care by listening, supporting and encouraging,
praying, being dependable and trustworthy, and maintaining confidentiality
in their care giving.

For more information on Stephen Ministry,
please contact Sylvia Huber at 770.943.5650.




Mark & Deidri Cumbie
5843 Millers Pond Lane
Powder Springs, GA 30127
770.439.7980

Welcome to our newest members! Welcome to our new baby!

Ms. Imodean Hunter’s
picture will be in
the next issue
of Love Notes
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Imodean Hunter Mckenzie Allysen Lott
4256 Pinetree Drive Congratulations to the proud parents,
Powder Springs, GA 30127 Rhett and Jody Lott;
770.943.7611 and to her grandparents,

Jack & Nancy Dixon and Mike & Dot Lott
Directory Updates

Please cut and paste these changes to your home directory.

Don’t Worry -- Pray!

What if His people prayed

And those who bear His name
Would humbly seek His faith, yeah
And turn from their old ways

2:
11}
From “What If His People Prayed, Casting Crowns fféWdr/:}”P

There are a lot of people out there who are worried about what’s going on in our country. Banks and major companies are failing,
401s and retirement funds are shrinking, foreclosures are everywhere. A lot of those same people are looking to our government to
fix the problem. As Christians, we should be neither worried nor looking to Washington for a solution. Psalm 121:2 tells us where
our help comes from: “My help comes from the Lord, the Maker of heaven and earth.” (N1V). Our problems are big only from our
perspective. No problem is too big for God, and He's already taken care of all of this stuff. We just have to catch up to what He’s
done. So what shall we do while we’re waiting to “catch up”? The Bible answers that question too. In Philippians 4:6, Paul tells us
“Don’t worry about anything; instead, pray about everything. Tell God what you need, and thank Him for all He has one.” (NLT) In
The Message, the same passage goes on to say “It's wonderful what happens when Christ displaces worry at the center of your
life.” Pray for our country, pray for our leaders, pray for our churches, pray for peace — in our cities and in our world. What thing
are you worrying about? Pray about it instead!

Just imagine, what if His people prayed? Julie Banks. Stewardship Chair, 404-229-2057
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This is the view from Carrie’s house.
The building is the Village mosque

Greetings from Niger! After completing two months of language and culture train-
ing, Carrie took her oath as an official Peace Corps Volunteer on December 12, 2008.
During her training, she lived with a host family that only spoke a language called
Zarma. Friendships were formed and tears were barely held back as she left this vil-
lage following graduation. Carrie’s permanent village (where she will be living for the
next 2 years) has a population of approximately 1000 people. This village, located on
the Niger River in the Tillabery region, has no electricity or running water. Carrie is
still working on her language skills and making new friends in her village. Teaching
environmental education and working with trees like Morengia and gum Arabic will be
Carrie’s primary job. Please continue to pray for Carrie. Her only source of news from
the rest of the world is via her short wave radio, so she would love to receive letters
and news from home. | do miss everyone so please send letters to Carrie Miller, PCV,
Corps de la Paix, Gotheye, Niger, West Africa—marked Air Mail or Par Avion.

overlooking the Niger River.




Celebrating
Boy Scout Sunday

Sweetheart Banquet
Hosted by the Men’s Club

o W February 14, 2009
6:00-9:00 p.m.

Men's Club Ron Anderson Building

February 8, 2009
8:45 a.m. & 11:00 a.m.

y
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Sweetheart Dining & Dancing
Banquet _ $50 a (?Ouple
Tlckets,AvallabIe from The Scouts invite you to a
J{M e e SCOUT Thank-You Luncheon after
— SU the 11:00 a.m. service.
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HEY GUYS-----
Powder Springs FUMC Men's Club Wants YOU.

Several of you had the pleasure of attending the Men’s Steak Dinner a few months ago
and everyone said they would like to do more with the group. Well, here’s your chance.
Every Saturday at 7 a.m. a small group of men meet at McDonalds in Powder Springs
for breakfast and fellowship.

See You There...God Bless -- Scott Cupp, 678.618.1610
P.S. Don’t forget your tickets to the Sweetheart Banquet we are hosting!

Men's Club}
Saturday,

There will be an UMW Unit Meeting on Saturday, March 14th at 10:30 a.m. This meeting is for ALL
ladies of the church. Plans are being made to go to the Swan House. We are limiting spaces to 14,

so you will want to make your reservations early. We will be meeting at the church and car pooling e s /
from there. Lunch prices are between $8.95 - $14.95 (plus gratuity). S LS & _ A
Please contact Martha Bright at 770.489.5716, for more information and/or reservation. . . ,
9 _ United Methodist Women's Club

The 7™ Annual Spring Chicken Run.....

at the Macland Presbyterian Church is coming up on March 28th. Mark your calendars and
watch for more information! All proceeds benefit the Sweetwater Valley CAMP.
Contact Julie Banks for more information at 404.229.2057.

o the Chicken Run Team

The Board of Trustees has scheduled a church-wide work The Men’s Club and the Youth will be having a
day on Saturday, March 21st. This event will focus on yard sale on Saturday, March 28th. If you have
cleaning out and cleaning up those storage areas that quality items to be donated that you cannot bring
are magnets for all the stuff we can’t find a place for. to the church, please contact the church office

We will also be doing some outdoors sprucing up, includ- before March 21st and arrangements will be made

ing spreading mulch on the playground. Work will begin for pick-up.

at 8:00 a.m., but come anytime to help.

MEN'S

chys Yellgll

Club

Sign-up sheets will be located at the
Welcome Center.




It’s me again with news of the fun activities the preschoolers have coming up in the next
two months! We will be celebrating Valentine’s Day with parties and cards for those we
love. We will also be going to the Cobb County Library for story time. We also go to Bethel
Gardens every month. The children love going to Bethel Gardens to see the “grandmas and
grandpas,” as they call them. In December, we took them homemade sugar cookies; and
in January, we made them a large paper snowman with a scarf made out of our handprints.
We always sing songs and every visit ends with hugs all around. March will find us learning
about kites and the wind. We will also try to decide if leprechauns are real or not. What do
you think? As always, we hope the next two months brings you smiles and laughter. Stop
by to say hello any time you like. | guarantee our children will make your day a little bit

better, no matter what!
pPReCHOOL Uewe

Preschool registration for the 2009-2010 school
year has begun for all church members and
currently enrolled preschoolers.

The preschool office is open for registration
from 9:00 to 11:00 a.m.

For more information, please contact
Rene’ Dae, Preschool Director at 770-943-5869.

YOUTH -- LATEST NEWS

Don’t miss out on

“Bigstuf Camp”’
the biggest summer youth event!

June 28-July 2, 2009 in Panama City, Florida
$50 Due at Sign Up
Contact June Rainwater for more info--
770.443.1686 or junerainwater@comcast.net

We have made great strides in our Youth Program over the past six months. We have seen our youth program
transition to a new Youth Leader, Scott Sienkiewicz, the introduction of a new youth theme called “The Source,” our
6th graders joined “The Source” ready for the challenge; and of course, the renovation and move into our new
Youth Building. We have a lot to be thankful for.

It is with sadness, though, that Your Lay Leader, Bobby DeCoux and | want to inform you of an important develop-
ment in our youth program. Scott Sienkiewicz has decided to pursue his next steps in his education and career,
and he will be leaving Powder Springs First United Methodist Church. Scott will continue to pursue his call into the
youth ministry and sharing time with his wife, CarrieAnn, in Gainesville, Georgia.

Blessedly, we have one of the most capable youth workers available here with us at Powder Springs First United
Methodist church. June Rainwater, our youth coordinator, stands ready to lead immediately as we go forward.
June has been devoted to our youth program and has worked closely with Scott since his arrival.

Our Youth and youth parents are so important to this church. Please know that we are working to continue the
great strides we have made in our youth program. The youth program is a vital part of our future and, with our
Staff Parish Relations Committee, we will be working quickly to find our next youth director.

We know that God is at work and will continue to led us all as we enter into this transitional time. We look forward
to working in unison with all youth parents in continuing to develop “The Source.”

Should you have any questions or concerns, feel free to contact either of us.

In the Service of Christ our Lord,
Susan Ashe, Pastor and Bobby DeCoux, Lay Leader




Please Remember In Prayer

Our Church Family
Katherine Arnold, Libby Beem,
Ron & Bobbie Bennett,

Bob Burkette, Peggy Chastain,
Carmen Cobb, Ann Connally,
Hayes Avery Findley,

Rev. Jimmy & Sally Ford,

Dora Fortson, Roy & Elaine Harcourt,
Dick Huber, Imodean Hunter,
Mildred Kellett, Lavinia Lindley,
R.E. Long, Carrie Miller & Family,
Crystal Pitts, Dusty Pitts & Family,
Rev. Grafton Pressley, Margaret Pulk
Wilbur & Ruth Reid,

Pattie Rich, Maria Vinhateiro,
Gary Wiggins, Branson & Amy Wood

Our Extended Family
Gervace Adams, John C. Atcheson,
Brody Bates & Family,

BJ & Brooke Cowan, Tucker Hill,
Randall Ingram, Emery Ann Patterson
Emily Piper, Linda Potter, Mallory Smith
Steve Skelton, Trey Sneed

Our Military Personnel
& Families
Daniel Van Buren, Andrew Fulton,
Cale Long, Robert Rish,
Clay Stokes & James Watson

WE EXPRESS OUR CHRISTIAN SYMPATHY TO:

Tom and Kim Adams & family in the loss of Kim’s Aunt

Paul and Donna Anderson & family in the loss of Paul’'s father, John F. Anderson

Mike and

Cindy Dunn & family in the loss of Cindy’s Aunt, Betty Patterson

Terry and Diane Ellerbee & family in the loss of Terry’s father, James Earl Ellerbee
Dick and Sylvia Huber & family in the loss of Sylvia’s Aunt, Jean
Jim and Shelby Morris & family in the loss of Shelby’s mother, Estelle Nolen

Estelle

CONTRIBUTIONS MADE IN MEMORY OF:

Charles & Josephine Beem from David & Julie Beem
George Crusselle from James Lee Smith
Jean Lovell from Martha Bright
Louise Hardy Harrington from J. R. Atcheson

Nolen from Mary Andia, Ron & Bobbie Bennett, Martha Bright,
Robert & Linda Buice, Paul & Susanne Collins,

Friendly Fellowship Sunday School Class, Jack & Lorraine Frady,
Jim & Katherine Groover, Manning & Movel Hatcher, R.E. & Mary Long,

and Martha Oglesby.

James Earl Ellerbee and Bill Hand from Lorraine & Jack Frady

Laurie Skelton from John Skelton

CONTRIBUTIONS MADE IN HONOR OF:

Gene and Lynda Buice from Byron and Bernona Rodgers

The Skelton Family from William and Cecilia Patterson

Happy Birthday

Feb 24
Feb 1 Kassandra Greene
Tammy Krause
Mary Shallenberger
Glynda Whitlow Feb 25
Feb 2 Vikki Isley
Feb 3 Dave Beem Feb 26
Mary Long
Jordan Moore
Wilbur Reid
Feb 27
Feb 4 Jonathon Barrett
Feb 9 Nicole Miller Eeb 28
Feb 10 Mary Honiker
Ryan Smith Mar 1
Judy Westmoreland
Feb 12 Raquel Belcher
Feb 13 Jake Kessloff
Mar 2
Feb 14 Cathy Campbell
Wil Pitts Mar 4
Feb 15 Linda Crusselle
Mar 5
Feb 16 Martha Findley
Feb 17 Tyler Freeman
Feb 18 Erika Krause Mar 6
Linton Spratlin —
Betty Tucker
Feb 19 Heather Arnold
Susanne Collins
Scott Maycumber Mar 8
Jeremy Norton —
Feb 20 Toni Long Mar 9
Mitchell Richardson
Mar 10
Feb 23 Jim Bakelaar
Doris Davis
Brett Dunn Mar 11

Andy Hibler

George Nieuwstraten Mar 13 Jeff Horn Mar 29 Alessandro Belcher

Jason Pritchett
Caleb Pritchett

Kayla Pulley
Diane Wells
Scott Winn

Judi Ferguson
Ray Harmon
Sam Winn

Peggy Chastain
Joshilyn Winn

Dona Cangelosi
Evan Speer

Ken Allison

Mar 14 John Kendrick Ryan Cangelosi

Maggie Ooten Tena Pulley
Mar 15 Andrew Dorsey Mar 30 Michelle Puckett
Mark Pulley
Mar 16 Billy Dunn Mallory Woodford
Kayla Greene .
Cody Isley Happy Anniversary
Shelby Morris
Amanda Newman Feb 9 Steve & Shari Standridge
Abby Wood

Feb 11 Greg & Liz Mabry

Mar 17 Diette Porter
Feb 12 Brian & Raquel Belcher

Mar 18 Blane Brown
Hayley Pitts

Anna Marie Richardson Feb 14 Salty & Carolyn

Frances Hanna Carson

Richard Collins
Jim King
Ivana Sri-Mercier

Jackie Korwek

Madison Simpson
Charles Storrs

Hayes Findley
Jimmy Ford
Lawrence Pitts
Grafton Pressley

Eddie Ashe
Christopher Beem
Eric Krause

Cale Long

Shelby Seagraves

Katie Oldham

Dorothy Hodges
Cindy Smith

Bob Bodiford
Chelsey Woodford

Saltarella

Mar 19 Debbie Harrison

Chuck Preston Eeb 19 Jay & Kim Shadeck
Mar 20 Lulu Brown Feb 20 Gerad & Vicky Simpson

Richard Caputo

Lauren Krause Feb 24 Ken & Linda Allison
Mar 21 Scott Thomas .

Chan Whitlow Feb 27 Gene & Lynda Buice
Mar 22 Thomas Adams Mar 10 Thomas & Pam Bailey

Carter Paintin
Mar 11 Ray & Sharon Harmon

Mar 23 Ellen Duke Rodney & Vikki Isley
Russ Parker

Mar 15 Tom & Linda Beshers
Mar 24 Adam Stokes

Mar 25 Jessica Preston Mar 18 Mike & Judi Ferguson
Mar 26 Phil Findley Mar 20 David & Sharliss Arnold
Dale Long Russell & Theresa Morris
Melissa Newman
Mar 24 Eddie & Rev Susan Ashe

Mar 27 Amy Findley Tommy & Serina Vick

Andie Sampsell

John Skelton Mar 25 Mike & Emmie Sampsell

Heather Westmoreland Mar 28  Erin Willis

Maisy Winn Mar 27 Gary & Kim Wiggins




Our Faithfulness.

Year to Date Through January 25, 2009

Total Received to Date for Budget: $29,819.61 Total Needed to Date: $38,740.00

POWDER SPRINGS FIRST UNITED METHODIST CHURCH

2008 NARRATIVE BUDGET REPORT
through December 31st

BUDGET SPENDING

MISSIONS/OUTREACH | $12,000 | 26%] 'S -9,930' 2.7%'

This portion of the budget encompasses our opportunities to

witness to the community and the world to make disciples for

Christ. In 2007, we supported Russell Long in Brazil,

Samaritan's Purse, Sweetwater Valley C A M.P., MUST

Ministries and many cthers. We witnessed through Powder

Springs Day to the community and to the world through 100%

payment of our apportionments.

WORSHIP $46,819 100% | $ 33,990

This portion includes music and music staff salaries, worship
supplies worship cormmmittee and church literature.

[YOUTH & CHILDREN'S MINISTRIES ]| $47,137] [ 10.0%] $ 20,825] 5.7%]
This budget helps offset youth activities such as Big Stuff. It
includes salaries for Youth Minister and Children's Director,
Safe Sanctuary, Scouting, VBS, Children's Ministries and
Weekday Children's Ministries.
[CONGREGATIONAL CARE ' J[$115,497 | | 246%] $ 86,372 23.7%]
Congregational care budget includes the salaries of the
Pastor, Stephen's Ministry, Stewardship, Senior Adult
Ministry, Family Ministry, VWWomen's Ministry and Annual

Conference.
FACILITIES & MAINTENANCE $115,681 246% Q| $ 92,614 25.4%

Trustees administer this budget which includes care and
maintenance of all facilities, utilities, parsonage and vehicle
and debt service.

SUPPORT | | $132,736 I mﬂl $ 120,495"' 33.1%'
The support budget includes such items as insurance,
Pastor's Pension, staff salaries, payroll service, FICA, SPR
expense, office supplies, postage, communications,
leadership training, financial reporting and contingency.

[TOTAL BUDGET ] [ $469,870 | [ 100.0%] | $364,256 ] 100.0%]
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Rev. Susan Gary Ashe, Pastor Permit No. 1
4329 Marietta Street Powder Springs, GA
Powder Springs, GA 30127 30127

Office: 770.943.5130

Preschool: 770.943.5869

Emergency: 678.986.4488

Fax: 770.943.4915

E-mail: secretary@powderspringsfumc.org or

www.powderspringsfumc.org

| Open hearts. Open minds. Open doors.
The people of The United Methodist Church”
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e Wednesday, February 4. The Kitchen Committee is pleased to serve Veggie Soup, Grilled Sandwiches, Salad, Bread and
Dessert.

e Interested in saving up to 10% off your insurance premium? Special holiday discount of $5.00 off to attend a Driver
Safety Course held in the Chapel Building. See calendar and sign up for the next available class. Information is available at
the Welcome Center or contact the course instructor, Ange’ Rae, at 770.222.1118.

e The parsonage at 3895 Sharon Drive is for sale. It is a well maintained 4 BR/2.5 BA brick ranch with a beautiful lot and
within walking distance of restaurants and the Silver Comet Trail. It would be perfect for someone with an older parent since
it has it's own suite. Price reduced to $154,900. Call the church office to see or with any questions.

e Learn a new skill in the New Year, become a Sunday Morning Sound Technician! Openings for the 8:45 and 11:00
services. This is a very important position that needs volunteers immediately. Get a blessing and contact Tom Adams at
770.355.5839 to start your training. The entire church thanks you in advance.

e Are you interested in being a Nursery Heavenly Helper? If so, please contact Michelle Pritchett at 770.443.7248 or
Vicky Simpson at 770.577.0900.

e Mark your calendars for April 4th. We will be having our Children’s Easter Egg Hunt and party. To make things easier,
there will be bags of 24 empty plastic eggs that you can pick up, fill, and return to the Atrium. These bags will be ready for
pick up a couple of weeks before the hunt. We are also looking for volunteers to help hide the eggs, do crafts with the chil-
dren, help serve and clean up afterward. Of course, what's a party without cupcakes. If you can make cupcakes, that would
be great. A sign-up sheet will be in the Welcome Center for the volunteers. Look for more information on this event in your
church bulletin. Your help is so greatly appreciated--this event is not possible without you supporting us in the Children’s
Ministry. If you have any questions, please contact Barb Guthrie at 770.439.0412.

e Art by Aslan (Libby). Have you seen Libby Beem’s art work? If not, you are missing out on some special cards that Libby
draws herself. Libby is using her artistic talent to create some beautiful greeting cards that she is selling in a package of 5 for
$5. All of the proceeds from the sale of these cards will go to Sweetwater Valley Community Action Mission Program
(C.A.M.P.) in Austell, GA. Sweetwater CAMP operates a food and clothing pantry and other assistance to families throughout
Southwest Cobb County. Contact Julie Beem, 770.423.4824, for more information on how to get yours. In the future, be
looking for them at the Welcome Center.




